
STERILE INSTRUMENT INTEGRITY: READY TO USE? 
 

 PEEL POUCHES WRAPPED TRAYS & RIGID CONTAINERS 
Storage - No contamination or damage - No contamination or damage 

Package - No stains, holes, or writing on paper side 
- Few small items packaged 
- Sealed properly 

- No stains, dirt, holes, or damage 

Load Label - Visible on plastic side - Visible 

Instrument - Unlocked; not ratcheted or closed 
- Clean, dry, and no rust, pitting, or damage 
- No disposable instruments or household items 

- Unlocked; not ratcheted or closed 
- No peel pouches inside tray 
- No disposable instruments or household items 

Indicators - External & Internal: Correct color change - External: Tape intact, stripes present 
- Internal: Correct color change & location 

ID Tape - No peeling, damage, residue, or gaps 
- Wrapped 1.5 times, no flat application 

- No peeling, damage, residue, or gaps 
- Wrapped 1.5 times, no flat application 

Double Pouch - Inner pouch not folded; only sealed 
- Both from same manufacturer 
- Both facing same way; plastic-plastic 
- Allowed by manufacturer 

  

Rigid Container  - Filter present, intact, and dry 
- Break away intact 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ID Tape Flat & Damaged ID Tape Peeling & Disposable 
Instrument 

Class 5 Chemical Indicators 

Intact Break-Away & Load 
Sticker 

Writing on Paper Side 

Peel Pouch with Holes ID Tape Damaged & Peeling 

Double Peel Pouch: Different 
Manufacturers 

Folded Inner Peel Pouch Broken External Indicator Tape 


