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Patton Healthcare Consulting

New Requirements for Diagnostic Imaging:


EC.02.01.01 

· How do you manage safety in the MRI?  For example, patients with claustrophobia? (EP 14)

· How do you handle an emergent medical situation inside the MRI? (EP 14)

· How do you prevent magnetic objects from entering the MRI and environment? (EP 14)

· What is done for fire extinguishers, oxygen, stretchers, ventilators and IV pumps?

· How do you ensure that no one enters the MRIs on unless they were trained in MRI safety?  (EP 16)

· Are the four SAFETY ZONES clearly marked with conspicuous signage?

· Did the organization follow that practice with the consultant surveyor?

· Do you have signage at the entrance of the MRI that describes the dangerous magnetic field and that the MRI is always on? (EP 16)

EC.02.02.01 

· Does your radiation safety officer review staff dosimetry badge results at least quarterly?  
· What percentage of badges are not returned for reading when required and how is that reflected on the dosimetry report?

· Are the results below ALARA limits? (EP 17)

EC.02.04.01

· How often does quality-control and maintenance need to occur for your CT, PET, MRI, NM? (EP 10)

EC.02.04.03

· If you have a diagnostic CT does your physicist Measure radiation dose for your CT protocols for brain, abdomen, for both adults in pediatric? (EP 17)

·  Was the radiation dose (CTDlvol) within 20% of the protocol? (EP 17)

· Does your physicist annually evaluate your CT using the Phantom to measure Image uniformity, Slice thickness, slice position, alignment light accuracy, table travel accuracy, radiation being with, high contrast resolution, low contrast resolution, distance accuracy, CT number accuracy, artifact evaluation? (EP 19)

· Does your physicist annually evaluate your MRI using phantoms to assess Image uniformity, signal-to-noise ratio, slice thickness, slice position, alignment light accuracy, high and low contrast resolution, geometric or distance accuracy, magnetic field homogeneity, artifact evaluation? (EP 20)

· Does your physicist annually evaluate nuclear all nuclear medicine imaging equipment to assess Image uniformity, high contrast resolution and system spatial resolution, sensitivity, energy resolution, Count rate performance, artifact evaluation?  (EP 21)

· If your radiation physicist uses different terminology, is there a translation table to these Joint Commission terms?

· Does your physicist annually evaluate your PET equipment to assess Image uniformity, high contrast resolution and system spatial resolution, low contrast resolution or detectability, artifact evaluation? (EP 22)

· Does the annual performance evaluation conducted by the physicist (CT, PET, MRI, NM) test image acquisition display, monitors for luminescence, luminescence uniformity, resolution and spatial accuracy? (EP 23)

EC.02.06.05

· Prior to construction or installation of new imaging equipment does the physicist conduct a structural shielding design assessment to specify required radiation shielding? (EP 4)

· After installation of imaging equipment or construction does the physicist conductor radiation protection survey to verify the adequacy of installed shielding before the room is used or the equipment is used? (EP 6)

HR.01.02.05

· Do you have documentation that your physicist is board certified by the American Board of radiology or the American Board of Medical Physics or meet the following requirements: a graduate degree and appropriate course work and documented experience in a CT environment and conduct at least six 10 CT’s under the direct supervision of a board-certified medical physicist? (EP 20)

HR.01.05.03

· Do you have documentation that the technologist who do CT participate in ongoing education on Image Gently an Image Wisely and save procedures for the equipment used? (EP 14)

· Do your technologist that performs MRIs participate in ongoing education including annual education unsafe MRI practices? Details are outlined in the standard. (EP 25)

MM.06.01.01 

· Do staff and verify that the dose of radioactive pharmaceuticals are within 20% of the prescribed dose or that the dose is within the prescribed range? (EP 13)

PC.01.02.15

· Do you document the dose index on every study produced during CT? The radiation dose index must be exam specific, summarized by series or anatomic area and documented in a retrievable format? Documented where?  (Some CT units are not capable due to age.) (EP 5)
· Prior to conducting a diagnostic imaging study do you verify correct patient, correct site, correct position, and correct imaging protocol for CT and correct scanner parameters for CT? Does this verification need to be documented in the medical record? (EP 10)
· For diagnostic imaging do you consider the patient’s age and recent imaging exams when deciding on the most appropriate type of image exam? (EP 12) Who is to consider age and recent exams, the ordering LIP?  The tech?  The radiologist?
PC.01.03.01 

· Do you have imaging protocols for CT that are based on current standards of practice which address clinical indication, contrast administration, age, patient size, and the expected radiation dose index range? (EP 25) 
· Are your CT protocols reviewed and kept current with input from a radiologist and a physicist and a technologist? (EP 26)

PI.01.01.01

· Do you have data on patient thermal injuries that occur during MRI? (EP 46)

· Do you collect data on ferromagnetic objects that enter the MRI room and any injuries that result? (EP47)

PI.02.01.01

· Do you review and analyze incidents where the radiation dose index or size specific dose estimate from CT exceeded the expected dose identified in the protocols? Are these incidents compared with external benchmarks? (EP 6)
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